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party and strongly impressed, therefore, with the necessity
of stern measures to suppress subversive movements. The
Heir was encouraged in this attitude by his preceptor,
Pobiedonostzev.
Furthermore, the war with Turkey had weakened the
country and hindered its development in spite of apparent
military successes. After conquering more by weight of
numbers than hy superior strategy and tactics, we concluded
a very advantageous treaty, only to be robbed of the fruits
of our victory by the Congress of Berlin. Threatened
with a ruinous war by Austria, Russia was constrained to
accede to the nullification of the favourable San-Stefano
agreement with Turkey, a humiliation which left a painful
and lasting impression upon the future Alexander III, who
had taken part in the war as a detachment commander.
This war retarded -our financial development twenty
years, as it frustrated the labours of the Minister of
Finances, Reitern, who had endeavoured to establish the
gold standard in Russia in order to raise to par the value
of the silver ruble, which had remained at a low level ever
since the Sebastopol war. It was not until I occupied the
post of Minister of Finance, a score of years later, that the
Imperial system of currency was placed on a firm basis.
Finally, let it not be forgotten that the last years of
Alexander IPs reign were marred by a long chain of ter-
roristic acts, culminating in the murder of the Emperor
himself by a bomb on March i, 1881. Emperor Alex-
ander III had to take his place on a throne, stained, so to
speak, with paternal blood, and the horribk event left an
indelible scar upon his memory.
Alexander III was undeniably a man of limited educa-
tion* I cannot agree, however, with those who would class
him as unintelligent. Though lacking perhaps in mental
keenness, he was undoubtedly gifted with the broad sym-